What is the dental profession's contribution to worsening access-to-care problems?
Access to oral health care is a complex and multifactorial problem. The objective of this article is to discuss those factors most influenced by the dental care provider. Issues examined include the low participation of dentists in Medicaid, objection of organized dentistry to the introduction of dental therapists into the oral health workforce, increased focus on family and subsequent reduction in work hours by younger dentists, increased participation in the oral health workforce by women (who, research has demonstrated, have shorter careers), and reluctance to treat certain populations (like individuals with special needs and children). There are many things that dentists cannot control, such as patient compliance and insurance reimbursements; however, this article will discuss those factors that the dental profession can influence that may lead to improved access to oral health care.